Within each chapter, citations are grouped under more specialized topics. For example, in the chapter "Interpretation of History through Buildings, Objects and Sites," ten subject headings are employed, including cultural and social history, historic houses, historic kitchens, museum villages, period architecture and museum administration. The transdisciplinary nature of this guide will make it useful to practitioners, teachers and students in a wide variety of disciplines. In addition to those interested in public policy at a general level, specific interests dealt with in the volume's eight chapters include transportation, housing, welfare and other substantive policy areas.
The urban area is dealt with in a separate chapter on "urban policy" that contains 166 references. The volume does not, however, include government documents that deal with policy-related issues but confines itself to periodical literature and monographs.
The volume contains well-prepared subject and author indexes. Census data is the chief source of information. The period covered ranges from 1851 to 1971 and sometimes 1976. Some 123 "Integral Units" represent the operating subdivisions of the study. They conform roughly to townships, but adjustments have been made to provide consistent boundaries from 1851. Urban places have been made part of the "Integral Units."
This study could prove a valuable resource for the beginnings of any study on the Ottawa Valley by social historians or those urban historians particularly interested in the smaller urban centres and their context.
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